Psychiatric consultation services in an oncology hospital.
Psychosocial oncology has become an area of considerable interest over the past ten to fifteen years. There has been little written about the development of psychiatric services or the profile of such services to this population. This paper describes the historical evolution of a psychiatric consultation service in a cancer hospital and provides a statistical analysis of the patient population and services provided. The special need for continuity of care and a comprehensive biopsychosocial approach is elaborated and clinical examples are reported. Finally, directions for the future development of this kind of service are suggested.